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The CSPG Fieldtrip Committee has launched a new kind of field trip for its membership: 

GeoTours – organized vacations to geological destinations on your bucket List.  Our first 

GeoTour was in May 2022 where a group of 28 geoscientists, friends and family rafted 188 

miles down the Grand Canyon. 

At 446 km long, 29 km wide and over 1800 m deep, “Grand” is not evocative enough to describe 

the Canyon.  You can see the breadth of the Grand Canyon from the North and South Rims.  Its 

depth can be known to those willing to hike down and up the Canyon Walls.  The only way to 

experience its length is to raft down the Colorado River.   

Until 1869, the Grand Canyon was uncharted territory.  Then, in the spring of that year, Major 

John Wesley Powell, a one-armed American Civil War Veteran, led the first successful 

expedition down the Colorado River.  Powell was a geologist and he returned in the years that 

followed to explore the geology and archeology of the Grand Canyon and surrounding areas.  It 

is much safer to run the river today than in 1869 but the Grand Canyon has called to geologists 

since the beginning. 

The trip starts at Lee’s Ferry, officially mile 0 of the Grand Canyon.  This spot is the only place 

you can access the banks of the Colorado River from both sides.  A ferry ran here from 1870-

1928.   Join us as we load into two motorized rafts and start the journey through geologic time 

down the river.  Over the 278-mile (446 km) length of the Canyon, the Colorado River cuts 

through nearly 2 billion years of stratigraphy. From the 270 million year old (Triassic) Kaibab 

Limestone on the rim to the 1.7 Billion year old (Early Proterozoic) Vishnu Schist and Zoroaster 

Granite in the heart of the Canyon.  Much to the surprize of most geologists, there are as many 

igneous and metamorphic rocks in the Grand Canyon as there are sedimentary.   

A highlight reel of the trip can give you a sense of the rich archeological, Native American and 

geological sites we saw on our trip and maybe it will entice you to come along with us in our 

next Geotour down the Grand Canyon in May 2024. 

 



 

 

Mile 33_ Redwall Canyon 

 

Mile 53_Puebloan Granaries 



 

 

Mile 62_Little Colorado River  



 

 

Mile 158_ Havasu Creek  



 

 

Mile 180_Lava Falls  

 


